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Write a letter to the editor. All letters must be signed, 400
words or less and include the writer’s phone number and address. Only one letter per writer per month will be accepted.
Letters may be mailed to The Sidney Daily News, Jeff Billiel,
publisher/executive editor, P.O. Box 4099, 1451 N. Vandemark
Road, Sidney, OH 45365; emailed to jbilliel@sdnccg.com;
or faxed to (937) 498-5991.
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Look around
and be thankful
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produced and victims
recruited.
Many Ohio and
Toledo-area organizations, including faithbased institutions and
nonprofits, are working
hard on a grassroots
level to help fight this
problem. State leaders
such as Rep. Teresa
Fedor, Gov. John Kasich
and Attorney General
Mike DeWine have elevated this issue in public consciousness.
But there is also a
role for the federal government to play. That is
why I have co-sponsored
the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act, bipartisan legislation that
gives Washington better
tools to combat the international side of this
plague.

Penalties

Values

It makes tougher
penalties for human
trafficking as a federal
crime, and gives trafficking victims access to
the social services they
need to rebuild their
lives.
Another area I have
been focused on is ensuring that the billions
of taxpayer dollars our
government spends on
overseas development,
reconstruction and
other projects are not
used to support human
trafficking.
Though the majority
of U.S. contractors and
subcontractors are not
exploiting their workers, sometimes workers
recruited for low-wage
jobs — often thousands
of miles from their

The goal is to ensure
that overseas government contracts, paid for
by taxpayer dollars, operate in a manner consistent with our
deeply-held values as a
nation. Our bill requires
the best practices
adopted by some contractors become standard practice on all
significant U.S. government contracts abroad.
Addressing the
scourge of human trafficking cuts across all
party and philosophical
lines because it is fundamentally about respecting and protecting
human dignity. It is a
principle all of us as
Americans must hold
dear, and it is a fight we
must continue.
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On a Saturday
afternoon
BY IRENE K. PALKO
On a Saturday afternoon
the air is cool, crisp
even a flurry
of white
exists
Brutus jumps
and frisks
here and there
the band swings
and beats
to make an afternoon
complete
a vast sea of red
sways from side to side
player’s are bent low
and wide
perfect for another
“game of the year”
on a Saturday afternoon.
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TO THE EDITOR

Many helped to save animals

To the editor:
As Shelby County sheriff, I would
like to extend my sincere appreciation to a number of people and organizations for their devotion to the
success of the investigation into
Pedigree Pets. Without their involvement and hard work we would
not have been able to accomplish
the task of saving the 240 animals
that were seized from 8350
Tawawa-Maplewood Road in Maplewood on Nov. 17.
They include Deputy Cami Frey,
The writer lives at 3003 Cisco Road. Dr. Lisa Nadasi and staff, Ohio
SPCA, SCARF, the village of Jackson Center and administrator Bruce
Metz and Police Chef Joe Cotterman, Jackson Center FFA, Shelby
County Commissioner Julie Ehemann, Chris Roettiger of the Shelby
County Fairgrounds, all of the rescue groups and foster families who
have taken dogs to care for, and the

home countries — can
find themselves vulnerable to illegal or fraudulent employment
practices. These include
forced or coercive labor,
passport confiscation,
“recruitment fees” that
consume more than a
month’s salary, and
failure to help the employee return home
when the job is finished. Earlier this year,
as the top Republican
on the Senate’s Subcommittee on Contracting Oversight, I joined
with Sen. Blumenthal
to introduce the End
Trafficking in Government Contracting Act.
In June it passed out of
my committee, and we
are working to get it
passed by the full Senate.

various volunteers who have spent
many hours helping with the care of
these animals. We have had so
many people that have volunteered
that we can’t begin to name them
all.
We have had a lot of people wanting to donate items or time and
those that have already donated.
We appreciate the donations. At
this time we have everything we
think we need to continue to care
for the dogs; anyone wanting to donate can do so by making a monetary donation to SCARF at P.O. Box
671, Sidney, OH 45365.
The investigation is continuing
and as a result I expect there will
be multiple charges filed against
the Atons for cruelty to animals,
failure to license and possibly other
criminal charges.
John Lenhart
Shelby County Sheriff
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FISH plans
special
shopping
day
To the editor:
Christmas is rapidly
approaching. The FISH
Thrift Shop is planning
to have a special Christmas shopping day in
December. This is to
help the less fortunate
in our area purchase
gifts for members of
their family. There will
be a special time set
aside for parents to
shop for their children
and then the children to
shop for their parents.
If anyone out there
has nice, clean, used
toys, dolls with clothes,
complete games, children’s clothing in good
condition or other useful items that you don’t
need anymore, please
consider donating them
to our organization. It
would certainly help us
with this project.
Times are tough for
many people — but we
can make things easier
for a little while if we
all pitch in and help.
Wouldn’t it be wonderful to know due to your
generosity, these families would all have a gift
to open on Christmas!
If you have any questions, or can help us,
please contact the shop.
Blessings to you and
yours.
Becky Gillman
FISH Chairman
1128 W. Michigan St.

